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1. >'I’he Prague telephone network is divided into three maln groups:

a. The public network. This has an automatic central with a five digit :
system for the area within the city. Service is expanded to the inmediate i
surrounding area of Prague (so-called Greater Prague} by means of a six-— i
digit system of two letters and four numbers, for exanple: R S7-Lk. |

b. The So-called Vltava secret network with a four-digit system. The central
of this system is automatic for calls between individual stations of the
network. For calls to other networks, the connection is not autcmatic 5
and is made exclusively through the central of the system, just as with ]
long distance calls on regular netvorks through the central.

¢. The secret Commnist Party telephone network, which has an automatic
central with a two- and three-digit systenm. Calls are possible only
between stations of this network. It is not possible to connect this
network with the public telephone networl, lowever, it is possible to
meke a non-automatic conrection with the Vitava network through the central.

2, lMany mumbers of the public network are thidden® numbers, vhich are not listed
in the telephone directory and vhich rust not be given out by the infomation
service of the telephone central in the event of an inquiry. In case of
necessity, the postal central arranges the connection for the inquirer by
snforming the holder of the hidden mmber that he is being called by "so-and-so"
and asking hin te be connected with the caller.

3, In case of need the public telephone system can be nonitored automatically.
Monitoring of conversations is entrusted to a special independent department
of the postal central under the jurisdiction of the Iinistry of Hational
Security. According to our latest information, however, it is possible to
disconnect a telephone from the monitoring systen by the following methods
after dialing the required number and after the person answers at the other
end, one dials the numeral "1"; the call is not interrupted thereby but it
is irmediately and safely disconnected from the monitoring system. = This
possibility of protecting oneself from being overheard is known to a very
1imited circle of peoplee.
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The Vltava secret telephone network provides undisturbed telephone comuni-
cation (excluding the possibility of connecting.undesirable persons to the
line) between prominent political, government, and Party officials and among
importent political and state offices. Tor internal communication between
individual stations of this network, the network has its own automatic tele~
phone central arranged on a four-difit system, Furthemore, it is possible,
by dialing a certaln comnecting mumber, to make an automatic connection with
the intérnal telephone network of several important ministries and central
offices, The internal telephore networks of the following ministries are
econnected to this systems Toreign Affairs, National Security, National
Defense, and Foreign Trade.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has a span of four-digit mumbers from 3100
%o 31199 avallable for its internal network. The number of the linistry of
Foreign Affairs on the public network is 093, The mumbers from 093 to 098
are the only three-digit numbers comected to the regular five-digit Prague
telephone network, Only the following mmbers are connected to the Vltava

‘network: 093, the Ministry of Foreigm Affairs; 095, the central of the

Vltava network; 096, the Ministry of National Security; 097, the inistry of
Foreign Trade; and 098, the Ministry of National Defenseo

If one calls the Ministry of Forelm Affairs from the regular public tele-
phone network (that, by dialing 093), the central answers "Zamini', The caller
then pives the name of the person he is calling or the number of the exten—
sion (one of the nuibers from 3100 to 3499).% In calling from the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs to the regular public telephone retwork, one must dial "O
4o obtain a direct connection to the public network and then select the regular
five-digit number. This connection is automatic. In calling any of the
mimstries connected to the Vlitava networlk, one mst disl the connscting number
of the appropriate ministry; for example, L4246 is the connecting number of

the Ministry of National Security. This number connects one with the central
of the office concerned, vhich makes the commection to the person. requested,
There is no automatic connection except to the public network. The rcason

for this arrangement is that it excludes the possibility of any outsider
listening to conversations and it specds up the connection, because the central
cormecting the ministrics to the public network is overloaded and it is very
difficult to get a connection,

The Vltava network itself is directly comected to all the above-mentioned
internal telephone networks of ministries and oflices; it makes possible
automatic comection with any of its stations by dialing the comwecting
mmber of the internal network concerned without having to go through the
central, The internal telephone network of the linistry of Foreigm Afiairs
can be reached from the Vitava network withont dialing a connecting number.
One sonetines speaks of the Vltava-Cernin network, named from the building
of the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs, vhere the main operating central of the
Vltava network is also located, The telephone central of this network is
located on the third floor of the SIA building in Prague I, Nabrezi Na
Frantisku. .

Tn calling a member of the Vltava network from a number on the public network,
one must first dial the mumber 095. The central answers either by giving
its own number or by announcing "Cernin central", There are two methods of
asking for a further conmection. One may request connection with a certain
person by giving his name, for example: "Please connect me with Mr. (or
Comrade) A", In this case the central always asks who is calling and asks
the caller to walt a moment, In the meantime the central ets in touch with
the percon concerned, tells him that ilrs (or Comrade) B is calling him, and
inquires whcther it may connect him. If the answer is in the affirmative,
the comnection is mace, In case the person called docs not wish to be
connected, the central usually informs the caller that the person called docs

" not ansver. The central is strictly forbidden to c¢onnect a caller directly

without Cirst asking the person called whether he wishes to specak with the
caller, In any case, the central must ascertain the name of the caller and
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report it to the person called, This procedure may be avoided only if, in
calling the central, one gives the mmber of ‘he person on the Vltava nctwork
instead of his name., In this case the central may comnect him directly without
any preliminarios., This 1s begause it ls strictly forbidden to commnicate
numbers on the Vltava network to persons who are not themselves members of

the network except in cases of great emergencys in such a case it is the direct
responsibility of the person who gives out tie number. Ewven if one gives the
nunber to the central, the central may still make a preliminary inguiry. In
such a case one can avold the procedure by firmly answering the centralts
inquiry as %o who 12 calling: "I am callinz a number, not a name; therefore
connect me without inquiryt, With this prccedure it is probable that one

will et a dircet connection. However, the central, without exception, must
make an inquiry and report the call to the person called if the latter is an
important political or Covermment figure fa member of the presidium of the
Communist Party of Czechoslovekia or a.Miister),

9¢ The Vlitava network is organized according to a system whereby ite members
cannot in all cases arbitrarily telephone among themselves without going
throuph the central, Thé network is subdivided hierarchically by means of
s certain dipit system, llembers of the mitwork are assigmed mmbérs according
to their official position and importance. The range of the numbers of the
network is relatively wide and includes mmbers, exclusively of fo r~diyits,
in a series 35003999 and a second series h500-ﬁ999e The numbers, however,
do not correspond to the order of importarce; the serles 3500-3999 ranks adbove
the series 45004999, This means that frem series 3500-3999 it is possible
to call all mumbers from the second series automatically, while from the
second series it is possible to call autonatically in the first serles only

the mumbers 3500-3699 from the numbers L700=-4999. All other connections

mist be rcruested through the central by (ialing the mmber #5%; the mmber
of the central of the Vltava network. Nwbers in the group 3500-3699 can
automatically call any mumbers they wish in the second scries, uS00-4999,
as well as numbers of their own group, 35)0-3699. Furthermore, by means of
a conmnecting number they can call all oth:r comnmected networks, Howvever,
they camnot directly call numbers within the Vltava network above 3700, If
they call any of these numbers, they must request comnection through the
central by dialing m5®, The group 3700-3799 can automatically call all numbers
of a1l lower-ranking groups and connected numbers by means of a conrecting
mmber: However, it camnot directly call higher ranking numbers in the main
group of the Vltava network; which is 3800-3999. This so-called main group
is reserved for leading pollitical, state, government, and Party personalities,
From this group one can automatically call (without calling the central) any
numbers in the group itself and all numbers of lower ranking groups and connected
networks, a ain by means of connecting numbers.di

10, There are special telephone directorics for mermters of the Vltava nétwork,
of which there are three editions according to tie mmericsl groups, Members
of the group 3000=-3999 receive a complete directory listing all the numbers
of the Vltava network with the names of their holders., MHinisters and other
leading personalities with numbers in this group are given two telephone
directories: a) the complete directory of the entire network, which is quite
bulky and therefore can be used only in the office or at one's residencej and
b) a special pocket directory in the form of a pocket notebook, containing
all the most important mumbers, that 1s, those in the group 3800~3999, The
second edition of the directory is for the group 3700-3799; it contains all
numbers except those of the proup 3800-3999: The names of the holdera of this
latter proup of numbers are listed in this directory; but instead of their
nmumbers the number 5% is given, which mcans that connection must be made
through the central. If a holder of a lower-ranking numbor trics to dial a
number in a high-ranking group, he receives the busy signal after dialing the
second digit. The third directory is for the groups 500-L999 and 3500-36993
here also thé namecs of the holders of mmbers in higher ranking groups are
given, followed by the mumber 5w,
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11. The internal network of the Ministry of National Security has a three-dirit
gsystems. It is connected to the Vltava network by means of the connecting
number "%, This mcans that if one dials the numbcr "6" at any station of
the Vltava network one can then dial the appropriate three-digit number of
the network of the Winistry of National Security and obtain a direct comnection
with the person desired, The only condition is that one must know the individual
numbers of this network. A second possibility for internal connection with
the Ministry of Natlonal Securlty 1s by disling the central internal mmber
of the Ministry, L2h6, It is possible to obtain a comnection with the Vltava
line of the lMinistry of National Security by dialing 096.

12, A similar method prevalls in telephoning from the Vltava network to the internal

"~ network of the Ministry of National Defense, One dials the connecting number
"6n and then directly dials the number on the internal network of the Ministry.
The internal network of the Ministry of National Decfense, howcver, has a foure
digit system, It can be reached from the public telephone network throusgh
the central by dialing 098, There are some additional four-digit mmbers
comnected indirectly to the Vltava network, which are lower than the 4,500
group, It is possible to call the mumbers in the series beginning with 4000
directly from the Vltava network, but these numbers cannot call the Vltava
network directly, nor can they obtain a direct commection with the central
of the Vltava network through "S"; they must call through the public network,

13, TFrom the Vltava notwork it is possible to obtain an-indireet but internal
comection with thé special Party telephone network', vhich has a two- and
three-difit system, Dy dialing the mumber 471l or {715 on the Vitava network
one can obtain an internal connection with the central of the Party networl,
which effcets the desired connection by a procedure similar to that used in
calling mmbers of higher-ranking groups on the Vltava network. The highest
Party officials have two-digit numbers on this network. The other members of
the Central Secretariat, however, have three-dipit numbers, The Party nctwork
is the only one which can make its own direct long-distance connections, It
can make such connections with all the regional (Kraj) secretariats of the
Communist Party, including those in Slovakia.

14, It is possible to make long-~distance calls on the Vltava network through the
ecentral. Comnnection is made by the regular route of long-distance comnections.
However, it has an advantage in speed of connection and in the guarantee that
the conversation will not be interrupted since it is trcated as rofficiale
urgent™, It is possible to make official calls on the Vltava network within
the countries of the Soviet orbit,

15, The Soviet Embassy in Prague is directly connected with the highosteranking
group of mmbers of the Vltava networke Direct connection with the Soviet
Embassy can also be made through the special internal Party tclephone network.
Furthermorc, a direct line for long-distance comection with Moscow is reserved
for the Soviet Embassy and the Central Secretariat of the Commwnist Party
of Czechoslovakla, There have been instances wien, in the case of urpent calls
to the Czechoslovak Embassy in lMoscow, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs requested
the central {sic) for permission to tolephone through it, vhercby a connection
was made within a few minutes, lormally, the llinistry of Foreirm Al airs
would walt three to five hours for a commection. The line of the Commnist

- Party of Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Embassy must have been a joint onc,
because it sometimes happened that one had to wait to make a call, thé delay
being explained by the fact that the Imbassy was speaking on the line,
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The officlal responsible for the Vltava and intefnal telephone networks is

the Deputy Minister of Posts, Engineer J., Reimoser, The technical director

of the entire Vltava network is Engineer Lehovec » Wno has an office in the
building of the Min'stry of Foreign Affairs (the Cernin central), He is a
practical technician and co-designer of the system of the network, The address
of the Vltava network is: "Ceskoslovenske posty == II, sprava spoju =

Fraha IV, = Cerninsky palac" (Czechoslovak Posts — Administration of Come
mmicatiom II — Pr(‘gue IV —— Cernin PalaOE)e
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1 k Commentt Extensions | 'inelude the following:

321, office of the Minister of Foreigm Affairs with direct connection
to the linisier through his secretary.

35'56, office of the cabinet of the Ministry of Foreipn Affairs
3]18? office of the Depnty Minister E, Stefan

3217, office of Deputy uinisi;er.;Ing. Vladislav Dorek

3111, 3112, central of the linistry of Foreign Affairs

3321, office of Deputy Minister Dr. Truda Sckaninova

W m: The Vlitava network sumbers appesdr to rank in the following
ng ordert 3000-3999, 3700~3799, 35003699 ,4500-1,999,
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